
✓ Record your response to the BLUE questions on page 1 in your 
notebook.

✓ Write in COMPLETE SENTENCES!! Do NOT write the questions.

✓ Have your week sheet ready!

1. What is a map? A map is…

2. Why do we use maps? We use maps because…

3. What are the different uses for maps? The different 

uses for maps are…

4. Can maps save lives? How? Maps can/can not save 

lives because…



OBJECTIVES – 3 MIN

SS.6.3D Create thematic maps, graphs, charts, models, and 
databases depicting [showing] aspects [features] such as 
population, disease, and economic activities of various world 
regions and countries

SS.6.4A Locate various contemporary societies on maps and 
globes using latitude and longitude to determine absolute 
location. 

SS.6.21C Organize and interpret information from outlines, 
reports, databases, and visuals, including graphs, charts, 
timelines, and maps. 

SS.6.21F Use appropriate mathematical skills to interpret social 
studies information such as maps and graphs



❖What are the key elements of a map?

❖How are these elements useful?
Essential Understanding

Graphic representations of information and data often express relationships 
and patterns in the physical and human geography of a place/region.



1. Read each clue from the Lost 

Continent Clue Card

2.Use your prior knowledge, clues, 

and the map tool to identify the 

lost continent
3.Record the name of the lost 

continent on the line in the 

appropriate area of the map

4.Raise your hand once you are 

done
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CHECKPOINT – 4 MIN 

1. What is a continent?

2. What do you notice about the shape of the seven 
continents on earth? 

3. What do you notice about the oceans?



DIRECT INSTRUCTION – 15 MINUTES 

Pre-reading activity:

Scan the text to get an idea of what we will read today.  Be 
prepared to share out. Pay close attention to headings and 
bold words.



CHECKPOINT – 3 MIN

1. What are the key elements of a map?

2. How can each of these key points be used?



GUIDED PRACTICE – 13 MINUTES

Reading Latitude and Longitude

1. What are lines of latitude?

2. What are lines of longitude?

3. Which is written first when identifying 

absolute location?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Ab-gE8ov4o




CHECKPOINT – 3 MIN

1. What is the equator?

2. What is the prime meridian?

3. What key element of the map do you use to find 
absolute location?

4. Is knowing how to find absolute location important?  
Why or why not?

5. How is finding absolute location related to math?



TEAMWORK
1. On your chart paper, you are going to create a 

map of the ideal city.

2. Your map must include all key elements.
• A Title

• Compass Rose

• Today’s date

• The authors of the map

• A Legend

• A scale 

• An index with, at least, 2 locations

• A grid system



ANALYZING MAPS – 5 MIN

1. Post your map around the room.

2. Using the Map Evaluation Sheet analyze 3 maps.



Record your answer on page 2 of your notebook

What are the key elements of a map?

The key elements of a map are…

What strategy can you use to remember the elements of the 
map?

The strategy to remember key elements of a map is…

Which key elements are most important?

The most important elements are… because…



Exit Ticket
Plickers!!!

Use the handout of the map to answer the following 
questions.

1. What is the absolute location for Sydney 
Australia?

A. 34S, 150E

B. 29S, 145E

C. 150S, 34W

D. 34N, 150W



Exit Ticket
Plickers!!!

Use the handout of the map to answer the following 
questions.

2. Which city located at 32S, 117E?

A. Sydney

B. Alice Springs 

C. Perth

D. Menzies



Exit Ticket
Plickers!!!

Use the handout of the map to answer the following 
questions.

3. What map element is missing from the map?

A. Title

B. Date

C. Legend

D. Scale


